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What is Founders Basecamp: Founders Basecamp is a small group of angels and entrepreneur friends, 

passionate enough to support and challenge students to try their hands at idea stage business 

validation. And busy enough with their own ventures to have “spare” start-up ideas to share with the 

student community.  

What’s in it for the students: Students use Founders Basecamp as a way to connect with both our 

network of experienced entrepreneurs and with other students from different backgrounds, while 

practicing and receiving feedback on their entrepreneurial skills.   

Who we are, and why we do this: Founders Basecamp is a network of angels, entrepreneurs, and like-

minded friends, mostly based in the UK, France, Germany, Spain, Italy and Switzerland.  

Founders Basecamp gives us a way to identify talented people we may want to hire in some of our 

ventures, the opportunity to have bright people exploring ideas we can’t find the time to investigate, 

and the pleasure of feeling helpful to a younger generation. 

We hope to help grow the next generation of entrepreneurs. 

How that works:  

1. We send our community of students some of our new business ideas (via an emailing list), and 

ask for interested participants. 

2. Students interested in an idea are connected and put in small groups (1-3 people) to research 

and iterate on the idea for a week or two.  

3. Students present back their findings (via skype video-chat) to the entrepreneurs. 

4. At this point, anything can happen: From nothing (if the idea turned to be impractical), to 

publishing the resulting paper, to actually start a proper business. We retain no IP, it’s 100% 

free, there are no strings attached.  

Background: Founders Basecamp was started by Francois Blanc, an ex-telecom executive turned 

entrepreneur, when he noticed a pattern while doing occasional lectures in business and engineering 

schools: Many students were interested in exploring entrepreneurial projects, but weren’t sure what 

business idea to start with, and hadn’t had opportunities to improve their skill set. Founders Basecamp 

emerged to give students the opportunity to iterate on new business ideas in a safe “sandbox”, and 

gain more confidence in the process. 

And now? Please get in touch with us if you think some of your students could benefit from this 

program. One of us will typically come for a short lecture, and will introduce Founders Basecamp at 

the end, for the interested students to join. The more like-minded people, the merrier. And we may 

help some of them to eventually take the big plunge.  

http://www.foundersbasecamp.vc/
http://about.me/francoisblanc
mailto:francois.blanc@foundersbasecamp.vc

